CM/Res.1108 (XLVI)


RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF THE 9TH CONFERENCE OF AFRICAN MINISTERS OF TRADE

The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Forty-sixth Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 20 to 25 July 1987,

Having examined the report of the 9th Conference of African Ministers of Trade held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 19 – 20 April 1987,

Stressing the importance of the contribution of intra-African and international trade to the African Economic Recovery and Development,

Concerned about the low level of inter-African trade and the sharp declines in Africa’s export earnings,

Deeply concerned about the non-operation of the Agreement on the Common Fund for commodities as a result of insufficient ratification,

Convinced of the Need to take urgent and concrete measures at the national, regional, continental and international levels to improve the performance of intra-African and international trade sector:

1. TAKES NOTE of the Report of the 9th Conference of African Ministers of Trade and commends the recommendations and decisions contained therein for endorsement by the 23rd Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government;

2. URGES all Member States, African and international organizations to take all necessary measures to implement the decisions and recommendations of the 9th Conference of African Ministers of Trade,

3. TAKES NOTE FURTHER of the arrangements for the 5th All Africa Trade Fair to be held in Kinshasa, Republic of Zaire in July 1988, and

URGES all Member States and African organizations to participate effectively in the Fair;

4. EXPRESSES APPRECIATION to the Conference of African Ministers responsible for Trade and Development for the adoption of the Addis Ababa Declaration on Trade Development which represents the African Common position for UNCTAD VII, for the high quality of the work accomplished;

5. URGES FURTHER all OAU Member States as well as other countries that have not yet done so to consider ratifying without further delay the Agreement on the Common Fund for Commodities so as to enable the Fund to commence operation within the shortest possible time;

6. REQUESTS the OAU and ECA Secretariats to closely monitor the outcome of UNCTAD VII, and development relating to the Common Fund for Commodities.
