DECISION ON AFRO-ARAB COOPERATION


Council:

1. TAKES NOTE of the Report;

2. WELCOMES the initiatives taken by the OAU and the Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA) with a view to promoting their financial and technical cooperation and INVITES the management of BADEA and the OAU General Secretariat to carry out consultations as soon as possible, for the concrete implementation of this cooperation;

3. WELCOMES the organization of an “Afro-Arab Forum for the Promotion of Investments in the Agricultural Sector” within the context of the 3rd Afro-Arab Business Week and REQUESTS the Secretary-General, in collaboration with his counterpart of the League of Arab States, to take necessary measures in order to hold the Forum;

4. TAKES NOTE WITH SATISFACTION of the provision by the Malian Government to the OAU and the League of Arab States, of the premises for the Headquarters of the Afro-Arab Cultural Institute as well as the Residence of its Director- General, and INVITES the Secretary General, in consultation with the League of Arab States, to send a joint mission to Mali to inspect the said premises;

5. FURTHER INVITES the Regional Economic Communities, the concerned African institutions including the ADB in collaboration with the Arab institutions particularly the BADEA to render their technical and financial support towards the implementation of this project;

6. TAKES NOTE WITH SATISFACTION of the on-going preparations and the facilities accorded by the Host Country for the organization of the 5th Afro-Arab Trade Fair to be held in TRIPOLI-LEBANON from 6 to 14 October, 2001;
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7. ALSO INVITES Member States to take appropriate measures for the widest possible publicity of this event, in order to ensure massive participation of the African countries, in the different aspects of the Fair;
