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DECISION ON
THE AFRICAN UNION THEME OF THE YEAR 2026
“ASSURING SUSTAINABLE WATER AVAILABILITY AND SAFE SANITATION
SYSTEMS TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS OF AGENDA 2063”

The Assembly,

1. RECALLS Decision EX.CL/Dec.1234(XLIV) approving the proposal to adopt
“Assuring Sustainable Water Availability and Safe Sanitation Systems to Achieve
the Goals of Agenda 2063” as the AU Theme of the year 2026.

2. FURTHER RECALLS Decision EX.CL/Dec.1234(XLIV) urging the Commission
to develop an Africa Policy on Water that provide a strategic framework towards
inclusive and climate resilient water security in the continent beyond 2025.

3. WELCOMES the concept note together with the action framework and ADOPTS
“Assuring Sustainable Water Availability and Safe Sanitation Systems to Achieve
the Goals of Agenda 2063” as the AU Theme for 2026 to strengthen water
security towards attainment of Africa’s aspirations to expand economic
opportunities; and curtail the factors underlying unemployment, migration,
displacement and insecurity.

4. UNDERLINES that the AU Theme for 2026 compliments other continental
flagship initiatives to motivate action to achieve the AU Agenda 2063 goal of
“Environmentally sustainable and climate resilient economies and communities”.

5. TAKES NOTE of the opportunity offered for vertical linkages between the action
framework for the AU Theme for 2026 and the United Nations Water Conference
of 2026 to speed up the implementation of SDG 6, clean water, and sanitation.
Tapping into that opportunity will put Africa’s common position for the UN 2026
Water Conference at the centre-stage of global discussions on what needs to be
done to add new impetus to the pursuit of Africa’s commitments on water and
sanitation.

6. DIRECTS the African Ministers Council on Water Secretariat and the
Commission support implementation and monitoring of the action framework,
ensuring synergy and vertical alignment in the action plans for both the theme of
the AU Theme for 2026 and the UN 2026 Water Conference.

7. REQUESTS Member States and relevant AU Organs, RECs, Institutions,
Permanent Representations, Specialised Technical Offices and the African
Development Bank to support implementation of the action framework of the
theme at all levels.
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