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Economic Community of West African States

Supplementary Act A/SA.2/06/12 Adopting
the ECOWAS Policy on Science, Technology

and Innovation and its Plan of Action
Act 6-2 of 2012

Published in official journal 61 on 1 June 2012

Commenced on 29 June 2012

[This is the version of this document at 29 June 2012.]

The High Contracting Parties;

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the ECOWAS Treaty as amended, establishing the Authority of Heads of State
and Government and defining its composition and functions;

MINDFUL of Article 27 of the said Treaty on Science and Technology;

MINDFUL of Protocol A/P3/1/03 on Education and Training

CONSIERING the importance of Science and Technology and Innovation for the economic and social
development of the region

CONSIDERING the objectives of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) aimed at growth
and a sustainable and equitable socio-economic development and poverty eradication;

CONSIERING to the need to establish in the ECOWAS region, sustainable institutional and structural
mechanisms in the service of common regional science, technology and innovation programmes;

CNSIDRING to the importance of Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) in supporting all programmes
aimed at sustainable and equitable socio-economic growth and poverty eradication in the region through the
implementation, inter alia, of the ECOWAS Community Programme (ECP), ECOWAS decisions and declarations,
the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), ECOWAS Policy on Science, Technology and Innovation,
(ECOPOST) and the Millennium Development Goals (MDG);

RECALLING the prime importance accorded science, technology and Innovation by the Community
Development Programme as well as the need to develop the region’s capacity to enable it coordinate
collaboration in science, technology and innovation;

CONVINCED of the need to ensure a harmonized implementation of Science, Technology and Innovation (STI)
programmes and projects in the Member States;

AWARE that inequality of income between the rich and poor countries may be largely attributable to differences
in the acquisition, accumulation, dissemination and utilization of Science, Technology and STI;

DESIROUS of adopting the ECOWAS Policy on Science, Technology and Innovation and its Plan of Action

HAVING SOUGHT the ECOWAS Parliament's opinion thereon;

ON THE RECOMMENDATION of the Sixty-Eighth Ordinary Session of the ECOWAS Council of Ministers held in
Abidjan on 11 and 12 June 2012;

HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOWS

Article 1

the ECOWAS Policy on Science, Technology and Innovation (ECOPOST), as well as the attached Plan of Action
hereto is hereby adopted.
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Article 2

The Member State, as well as the ECOWAS Commission, shall ensure the implementation of ECOPOST and its
Plan of Action.

Article 3

This Supplementary Act shall be published by the Commission the Community Official Journal within thirty (30)
days of its signature by the Chairman of the Authority. It shall also be published by each Member State in its
Official Gazette thirty (30) days after notification by the Commission.

Article 4

1. This Supplementary Act shall enter into force once published. Consequently, the signatory Member States
and the ECOWAS Institutions undertake to commence its implementation once it enters into force.

2. This Supplementary Act shall be appended to the Revised Treaty of which it forms an integral part.

Article 5

This Supplementary Act shall be deposited at the Commission which shall transmit certified true copies thereof
to all Member States, and register it with the African Union, United Nations Organization, and all organizations
designated by the Council of Ministers

IN WITNESS WHEREOF WE, Heads of State and Government of the Economic Community of West African States,
hereby append our signatures to this Supplementary Act

Done at Yamoussoukro this 29th day of June 2012

In a single original in French, English and Portuguese all three (3) texts being equally authentic
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